"Push On' - wegezine of bhe Bicyele Institute

by Graham Wade 250 I””ﬂﬁ

Law breaking comes pretty easily to most of us, lhe leil us i’s in our
blood. The famous Coolgardic Cyele Express printed the first Ausiralian
bicycle stamps and they broke the Jaw.. The fm( cyclise we find on an

official Austratian Post Office stamp s ciding illegally, 100!

Coolgardie Locals

0 ver the years, governments have
claimed (hat -they have exclusive

rights ta deliver mail but, in 1892, ihe

maii just wasn't being delivered o the
new West Australian goldfieids, Those
were the days when many more Ags-
trabians were eatrepreneurs and it was ur-
gent for the developing mines and the
prospeciors 10 get fast and reliable infor-
maticn. 50, a local busiasssman. James
Healy, set up his Cyole Express Compa-
1y, right opposite the sleepy Coolpardie
post alfice,

First the cyclists brought mail quickly
froe the rail head gt Southery Cross busg
the postal authoritics awarded a contrast
to a coach line 1oy dnis cun. Healy nesy
ook the opportunity for ks erack $
1o got the madl 1o the outlying wldnddh.
They say o consrderable amoun: ol pold
was carried by Healv's temmn,. The busi-
ness went very weli and, i 1894, he decid-
ad 1 ssue stamps for the servies rather
than simply rubber stamp the envelopes
CPAIDY . Here they are: the §/-and 276
blues.

The services were, by the standards of

the day, gaite expensive and the riders
were highly respected Tor their achiove-
ments in express delivery. Fortones were
dt stake with Jesters, claims, assays,
samples and share ceruficates  being
carried. o

The service expaaded {o the point thart,
i 1895, Healy incloded a string of camels
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on the operations 0 carry the ever
mereasing loads of mail and ok ihe op-
partunity-to ssue three attiaciive two-
s - 0d, 2/ .md 5/ A Coal-
gardie Cycie BExpress s_o.npa‘n” $iif-
roonds the camel and rider.

These stan ps had been on sale for two
stays when the Western Aunstralian
Governiment declared them iflegat and
stepped 1o o stop their sale. The
Government then moved to generally
restrict Healy's operaiions; Tt i became
too much and quite uniprofitable tor the
Coolgardie Cycle Hxpress Company
which soon closed dow,

By then, however, Healy and his bike
ridess had donc s grear deal for the
developpment andd establishruemt of the
sreat WAL goldiields. The stamps remain
as smalt remionders of thase rip-roaiing
and romantic sarly days. They hive alss
cast a long shadow for, in 1904, at the
Rockdale stamp show, the blue /- and
276 bike stamps were reprined und over-
printed with the daze “1964"*, Mai! was
carried (rom the Show ot the Palas
Cirande 1o the post office by peuny Farth-
ing eycle. Wiile rhis was great Fun, it was,
of wourse, guite anachronistic as the suc-
cess of-the Coolgardie services was depens

Cden onthe Jatest safery design cycles,

miwch as we ride today and as depicted on
the starmips. I the build up 1o Wapex”,
the West Austrabian Philatelic Exhibition
of 1984, three facsunile sheets were

e i *m“‘ mnt e




Loraduced of the stamps and taken aong
{pr re-cnaciments of rhe services,

Lake Lefroy
here wits to be one other short-
lived ovile musl] with ity own stamp
e, Twa cyelists, H. Lacy-Hillier and
. Maskeli, formed a partnership to gt
e mal inte Coolpardic from Lake
sefray. The service lasted from February
¥ i June tn 1897, Their 64 stamp, which
R was a copy of a Western Anstralian Swan
‘usire, was added 1o envelopes as an gxtra
E wiamp afong wich the noemal post office
i sLamps. Apain, Wwhen the postmasier in
Perth fieard of the service and of ihe
i stamp they had printed, he wrote and
K warned Hillier and Maskel] to desist or
E 'y pendlty woald be enforced for ihe
' offence”. The “H" and “M* in indeli-
b bie pencil across many of the stamps
= grand for Hillier and Maskell, owner-
b ridess of the Lefroy service.

outh Australian
g -Centanary
hings went pretty quiet on the
stamip frout for many years unidl, in
1936, (he Australian Post Office released
three comniemorative stamps with a tiny
bike depicted on them:. :

The 2d, 3d and 1/- stamps showed the
same design with the seulers proclama-
ton Lree central, a bushland scene to the
left and modern Adelaide to theright. A
close look (and 1 mean closef} at the city
street. . will. veweal @ . cyelist
. riding on the wrong side of the street. So
there it is, iiegal riding preserved and
commemoraied by the Commaonwealth!

There was a stamp replics card of these
- desizns printed from the original dies ard
s released jn different colours for the Souh
e Adstyalian sesqui-cenlenary in 1986,

Envirenment Dangers

he 1975 issue of . environmental

dangers showed bush fives, pollution
and road safery. The sad, grey 10 cemt
road safety design shows a crushed bi-
cycle whicel just beyond a ““Stop™ sign.
Talk aboui illegality! The facts of the
cas¢ are somewhal unveriain bul some
peison o1 persons unknown™ - car
dreiver, bike rider, oy enraged pedesttian
- must have broken some law. But the ad-
vice chat the stamp gives - “STOP Aus-
tralia’ -~ maybe gbes a bit (oo far,

We are fortunate that this and the next

. bike stamp were executed by two of Aus-

iralia’s best designers. This one by Gor-

don Andrews and the pext by Des

(Y Brien, (The recards say others were in-
virlved e ["m dubicus.) -

“-.: - - Olympies, 1976~ -

F our stamps came out at the fime
of the Montreal Qlympics. A cyclist
featured on the 40 cent denomination.
The desipns actempt to cach the fecling
of sparts action.

Significantly, it was this stamp that
closed the trap o e and made me
colleet cycle stamps. ) had recsived a
fetter from ‘a migsionary. friend In
‘Thailand with & bike stamp affixed gnd,
while { hadl & few bike stamps by that
timpe, it was this 40¢ Australian that con-
vinged me that there must be more to be
found. { decided to pursue the thene.
Thiere are many hundreds on the world
stale. Postinen and childien, Olympic
and World Charnpions, cireus eyvelists and
more, all siding their bikes awver the
stamps of mest of the world. From 1975,
Australia’s stamp cvelists became a law-
abiding lot, with salutory sebjects like:

- Community Welfare
hers  were fou_r af  these,
at 22¢ each. Oue of them which en-

courages the ' Life. Be Ia It** campaign,
shows Jogeers, a tandem bicyele and &
mimature “Nonm'' on his bike,

Centenary of
-District Narsing
endy Tamdyn's charmiog design
for the centenary of the Aus-
tralian District Norsing Service appeared
in 1985. A Melbourne mingster hiad called
a meeting 1K) vears carlier to begin the
moverment that was evertually to provide
pursing care in people’s homes alf over
Australia. The job was dane fiest by bi-
eyele and the design shows an elegant and
demure young nagse owside the fivst Mel-
bourne headquarters with her American

~built, Columbia . lady’s - - bike,

o
AUIST

Living Together
he - Living” Together  series
- s the definitive et of Ausiralian
stamps for the Bicentenary. Cartoonists
from all aver the country provide tun im-
ages of Australians. The 40¢ stamp
depicts recreation.” ©

Stuart Cycles
Specializing in frame building
-and custom cycles
Wholesale and Dealer Enquiries
' U welgeme® :
Full repair and paint sorvice
Phone our Enmore workshop
51 5852 .
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ling Australia Post to issue them. He iy
argamsing  varions Cycle  mssociations
acrass the country to request AP to act.
If you feel you want to encourage cyeling
through this avenus, can 1 suggest vou
write to your local member of federal
paritament. and/or. 10, Austealia  Post

2

i T ;""‘"“" j@cw g Headquarters,  Melbourne, : expressing
ALSTRALIA 4 your,’supportfor,_ltbe:idea R

Victorian, "R. Har (Roland Harvey)
drew a family involved in what iz, from
our point of view, the perfect recreation
- cyeling, ' )

A New Issue?

Peter Innocent, the well-known bi-
cycle writer apd activist from Victoria bas
encouraged me to submit designs for 4
new set o cvele stamps in the hope of get.

I LIFE SEEMS
AN ENDLESS
CYCLE ...
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CUSTOM BUILT BIKES
COMPETENT REPAIRS
TOURING SPECIALISTS -

31 GLERE POINT ROAD
. 2037 {Q2) G80 6803

k104"

Worldwide
O the world scene,® these Oermn
Iocal cify service stamps were the first Lo
appear in 1886,

There was a railway strike-breaking,

stamnp in California in 1894,

Colonel Baden-Powell blue printed this
eycle stamp to be used inside hix
beseiged command of Mafeking tows
during the Boer War. Warner Goodyea;

leader.

Coba issued the First cycle jexprog
stamps in 1899 and Bulgaria the first raos
subject in 1931,

.’» :
Vet g

The war generated Swiss soldier stangis

and 2 Northern Italian courfer servies
called ““Coralit™,




The Olympics, Weorld Champion-
ships, Commonwealth Cames, Tour de
France, Peace Races and National Games
have all generated hicyele
stamps:

The history of the bike has been shown
magnificently by Dritain, Germany,
Czechostovakia, Paland, Mali, Togo and
Mongolia, ‘

My favourites are the postmen and
theit eycles, perbaps best Mlostrated by the
pre-stamped envelope issued in 1984 by
Australia - Postto mark. the 175th
anniversary of p@stal services in ‘\u5~
tralio, .

And, in kccplng “lt‘l the title of this
article, one of the laest Australia Post
pre.stamped envelopes commemaorases
the South Australian’ Police sesquis
cehtenary, fn the design, @ con siands be-.
side his trusty grid: Goodie or baddie,
who knows? &%

Twa of Grahart's designs lor Papua New
Guinea. A wvery dose lovk cevegls the
bieyelag!

'n the Hareh 1959 lsmue
of the British moninly
maguzine 'Giaap & Coin
Tnbternational Hark' an
article by P. J. Browns
was pabiished. 1T was
ail about varipus
Qubiivﬁﬁlonﬁ desling
wish Cindereils 3tam?;.
Fhe author thanked
Andrew %al? i Gleass
Biipper for providing
the illustnations for
the artizle. Betwesn a
mention of mn Americsn
jeurnal and ‘Uindervellus
‘éuatralasia*, i spotied
this filustzeatic

I immediately wrots to
511 eur Aushralian
sbe s and Graham ¥ade
repiieds

far as T know only
one COUpANY UbEs

FEReE « BRAGGE nera
#ney, Wew South
s, and ALLTHD {#zme
'fsx;y\ in ¥sibourne,
i’(‘):ya q-"

“?ﬁi Atdnty think Jlus
egmbers would be
Inbarestod as they ale
mot stanps. T%ev are
nnﬁxb gou buy (3200}
and hand over Ln tas
Aaﬂa“iea hike &
’&ﬁll@ﬁ L3803 %
nr PG or oW

nabeviept

Brieaordinaryl Our
Pﬁ‘*mv ident sees no
similariiy with i,
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Far Paris "loo
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