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ERHAPS the most excitng acquisit-

ion during 1991 was an example of

the so-called *Hen and Chickens™ or
centre-cycle, used to debiver packers and
parcels in the 1880s. It was rransterred to the
Museam from the public relations unir of
london and South East [rom a store m
Lewes.

The ‘hen and chickens’ or hen and chcks’
15 so-called because ol s appearance. e-
tween four small wheels 15 one large wheel
with 2 crank and steering handle which s
connected by a Hookes joint to the axles of
the four small wheels. A fexible frame
consisting of two jointed fork bars surround
the main wheel and pivot on the crank axe.
As the frame is composed of two forks
jointed near the crank, the front or back
wheels may be lifted off the ground, or may
be ser so that all the wheels run. Brackets
above the small wheels supported a large
basket ar each end for carrying correspond-
ence and packets and over 50lb in weight
could be carried without making the machine
run heavier. The machine was employed ro
cope with the increased loads which rural
postmen were called upon to carry following
the introduction of the parcel post in 1883.
This centre—cycle had been invented and

patented by Edward Burstow, a well-known
Florsham architect. It was exhibited in May

from The Philatelic Year
by the National Huseum
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The
or, more accurately,
centre-cycle was the most
splendid of the Museum's
acquisitions during 1991,
It was wused during the
1880s to deliver parcels.
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Alove: Maurice Williams (Chairian, Australia
Post) with the NPM ‘Hen and Chickens’

T~-2 st the Wesuninster Aquanum, Lr’ond(m
- replaced by Ceneral Hall) and at other
tions. As a first experiment some §ix
were used by the postmen and
engers of Horsham trom October 1832
shey were returned daily re Burstow's
for any necessary repairs, oiing and
g In November of the same year it
: demonstrated af the National Postal
aress being held in Eastbourne.

“lowever, the Head Postmaster of.
Coweury (the centre of eyvele manufacture)
wzs Jisnussive of the Horsham initiative
annZ. despiwe being used successfully for some
oriz in Horsham and the surrounding rural
arez. the experiment was allowed to cease,

Que machine was used by a boy messen-
ger and the other postmen on rural posts to
Faxgzate, Itchingfield, Slinfold, Warnham
anc Rusper. The boy messenger was Albert
Chey and he and the other postmen wrote a
letzzr in November 1883 ro Edward Burstow
ving to their great satisfaction with the
z-hines. They had “no hesitation n saying
the Centre-Cyele 15 vastly superior in cvery
resTect to any other wheel machine, running
excxedingly easy when heavily loaded, and
the best yer invented, having most suc-
cesstully answered all the requirements for
our purposes.”

Below: ‘Hen and Chideens’ in use at Horstuon in 1552




